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OHA supports
wolf de-listing
 A potential de-listing of wolves was 
a topic placed on the agenda for the Oc-
tober Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion meeting. OHA prepared testimony to 
present at the Oct. 4 meeting in support of 
de-listing, should the criteria in the state’s 
Wolf Plan be met this year as expected. 
Here is a brief summary of OHA’s testi-
mony before the Commission:
  Oregon’s Wolf Plan was a social 
compact with the citizens of the state. It 
was recognition of the Commission’s role 
in protecting and preserving the species 
through the State Endangered Species 
Program, as well as a commitment to de-
list once the criteria were met. The goal 
of the plan was “ensure the conservation 
of gray wolves as required by Oregon law 
while protecting the social and economic 
interests of all Oregonians.” 
  The Oregon Administrative Rule ad-
opted to implement the Wolf Plan speci-
fied that the Commission will initiate the 
rulemaking process to consider delisting 
when the Phase I conservation population 
objective for eastern Oregon is met. 
  We expect that the December survey 
will demonstrate that the Phase I criteria 
of four breeding packs in three consecu-
tive years in eastern Oregon has been 
met. Four packs have been documented 
as currently meeting this criteria: 1) 
Walla Walla Pack; 2) Snake River Pack; 
3) Umatilla River Pack; 4) Minam Pack. 
In addition, at least two other breed-
ing packs have bred for at least three 
years each between 2008 to the present 
(Imnaha Pack and Wenaha Pack). 
  The Wolf Plan recognized that four 

breeding pairs equates to 6-6.5 packs. 
This number of packs is equivalent to 
38.4 to 50.7 wolves. These predictions 
have been validated by the current 2013 
population of seven packs and what is 
described as a minimum total of 64 indi-
vidual wolves. 
  As evidenced by the 2014 discovery 
of additional wolves and packs, the 
numbers are expanding faster than was 
envisioned in the Wolf Plan.
  It is time to initiate the process and 
place management of wildlife in a holistic 
manner. The gray wolf must be managed 
as one part of the ecosystem rather than 
the priority species. Management of apex 
predators cannot be done while ignoring 
the impacts on prey species. 
  OHA recommends the delisting pro-
cess be initiated and that the Commis-
sion direct the Department to implement 
Phase II. 
 We will keep you updated on the sta-
tus of the delisting of the wolf in Oregon.

OHA testifies 
on predators, 
fee increases
 
 OHA testified at the House Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources Committee’s 
September hearing on the ODFW fee 
increase and comprehensive predator 
management. On the topic of the fee in-
crease, OHA noted we have learned that 
ODFW field biologists are spending a 
great deal of time analyzing government 
plans that impact wildlife. OHA asked for 
a public discussion in the future about this 
subject. 
 On the subject of comprehensive 
predator management, we suggested that 
a balanced management plan needs to be 
adopted for Oregon that requires that all 
wildlife be managed, including predators.

This 100-pound male was collared earlier this year in the Mt. Emily Unit.
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To enter: If successful, send OHA a copy of your harvest sheet;
if unsuccessful, send a copy of each bear or cougar tag by Jan. 6.

Mail: OHA, P.O. Box 1706, Medford, OR 97501; 
email: oha@ccountry.net; fax: 541-772-0964.

Enter 
OHA’s Bear 
& Cougar 
Contest!
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SEPTEMBER 28
General bow season ends

OCTOBER 3
Tag deadline for rifle deer, bear & cougar

OCTOBER 4
Deer rifle season opens statewide

OCTOBER 11
Seasons open for pheasant, E. Oregon 
quail, chukar, Hungarian partridge and 

controlled fall turkey

OCTOBER 11-12
OHA Klamath Chapter youth chukar hunt 

541-591-2452

OCTOBER 14
Oregon voter registration deadline;

please register and vote!
Visit oregonvotes.org

OCTOBER 15
Eastside buck season closes;

General fall turkey season opens

OCTOBER 17
Cascade buck season closes temporarily

OCTOBER 18
Cascade elk season opens;

Lake County duck box project 
541-947-3231

OCTOBER 24
Cascade elk season closes

OCTOBER 25
Cascade buck rifle season reopens

OCTOBER 29
Rocky Mtn elk 1st  season opens

Win 1 of 
4 great 
optics 
prizes!

 Roy Elicker, Director of the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, is re-
signing effective Oct. 10 to begin work-
ing for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  
Elicker, who has been ODFW Director 
since 2007, has been named Assistant 
Regional Director for Fishery Resources 
for the USFWS Pacific Region based in 
Portland.
 Elicker started 
w i t h  O D F W i n 
1993 as a Water-
shed Health Program 
Coordinator.  Since 
then, he has held 
a number of posi-
tions in the depart-
ment, including Fish 
Screening Program 
Manager, Fish Division Deputy Admin-
istrator, Legislative Coordinator, and 
Deputy Director for Fish and Wildlife 
Programs.  He was appointed Director 
on Aug. 3, 2007, after serving as Act-
ing Director on two separate occasions.  
He was reappointed to a second term in 
October 2011. 
 “The years with ODFW, especially 
the past seven years as Director, have 
been incredibly rewarding,” Elicker 
said. “It has been an honor to lead the 
dedicated, professional staff at ODFW.”
 

ODFW director 
resigns to take 
USFWS position

Roy Elicker  
  

OHA seeks an individual to 
produce electronic newsletters, 
manage social media and 
update newsfeed on website. 
30 hours a month for a $300 
monthly stipend. Position starts 
Jan. 1. Send cover letter and 
resume to oha@ccountry.net 
by Nov. 24.

Electronic
Media Specialist

Melcher appointed
ODFW interim director
 The Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission on Sept. 23 appointed 
Curt Melcher as ODFW Interim Di-
rector. Melcher, 50, has worked for 
ODFW for 27 years, most recently 
as the Deputy Director for Fish and 
Wildlife Programs, and prior to that he 
served as the Fish Division Assistant 
Administrator for the Columbia River 
and Marine Programs. Melcher begins 
his new position and duties effective 
Oct. 1 and will serve until the Com-
mission appoints a new permanent 
replacement for the agency. 


